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Understanding how systems respond to disturbance is becoming 

more critical every day. How do cities, states, and countries 

recover after a hurricane devastates communities? How can a 

region reduce the effects of climate change, while at the same time 

better protect itself from the inevitable challenges climate change 

will bring? Is it possible to manage natural resources such as 

fisheries in a way that allows for long-term health of the ecosystem and makes it more resilient? 

The Resilience Journalism Fellowship from the CUNY Graduate School of Journalism gives 

reporters the tools they need to answer these and other important questions through a resilience 

lens. We immerse our Fellows in the science behind resilience thinking through fieldwork – 

discussions with scientists, observation of resilience thinking as it relates to on-going projects, 

and meetings with businesspeople and community members on the front lines of resilience work. 

And we couple the fieldwork with classroom discussion on resilience economics, story framing, 

systems thinking and so much more. 

Our weekend program runs from 9am June 30 to 4pm July 1, and offers journalists a look at 

what resilience means to their local community. Tuition is free, and lunch is provided. 

TO APPLY: https://conta.cc/2HcLG0G      APPLICATION DEADLINE June 15 

Here’s what previous Fellows have had to say about the CUNY Resilience Fellowship:“I've 

already found myself using concepts and experiences from the fellowship as I've worked on 

multiple projects.” 

“I think it was essential to be in the field, talking to experts at the places where things happen. I 

think this is a key component of the program.” 

“Field trips! It's one thing to hear someone talk about issues and concepts. It's quite another to get 

out and see the areas that they're studying. It really helps put issues into context 

“There was a lot of exposure to topics I didn't know a lot about beforehand, which was great.” 

APPLICATION 

DEADLINE: 

June 15 

https://conta.cc/2HcLG0G


What is Resilience? 
 

When people hear the word ‘resilience,’ often the first thing that comes to mind is the ability to 

bounce back following a personal crisis – a divorce, a major illness, the death of a loved one. 

And in a sense that’s what we mean, but on a much broader scale. 

When we talk about resilience, we don’t mean just personal resilience. Rather we mean the 

resilience of systems – a set of connected things that make up a more complex whole. And for 

our Resilience Fellowship we specifically mean social-ecological systems and how they respond 

to disturbance. That means systems that include both humans and the natural world. 

So resilience is the ability of a system that includes humans and the natural world to survive, 

adapt and thrive in the face of chronic stresses, and that also has the capacity to transform when 

required. 

One example of such a system is how we get our food – through a system called a foodshed. 

While some food is grown locally, for many Americans most of the vegetables they eat come 

from California, their winter apples come from Washington and their pork comes from Iowa, 

Illinois and Minnesota. And that means many things must be connected and working properly in 

order to get that food to your table. A drought in Central Valley, California, a Midwestern 

tornado or even a regional strike by truck drivers could prevent you from getting that Cobb Salad 

and pulled pork sandwich for dinner.  

All systems face disturbance. Some don’t fare all that well when 

that happens, because they are not resilient. A resilient system is 

able to respond to disturbance while maintaining its basic 

function – something Atlantic fishermen now understand. Having 

resilience in our systems is important, because it allows us to 

function well as a society. Our Fellowship looks at what creates 

resilience in the systems we rely upon daily, and how best to 

cover resilience issues. 

Systems can be large, like the food example, or small. For a major city, even a tiny block of 

apartment buildings can make up a social system containing many layers of complexity that keep 

those homes functioning. But the point is, systems are all around us. How those systems respond 

to disturbance and their ability to retain their original form is what resilience science is all about. 

So what does that mean for journalists? Resilience is about the health and diversity of a 

community. Resilience stories are about where we live and how we live. Resilience is relevant, 

now more than ever. 

TO APPLY: https://conta.cc/2HcLG0G     APPLICATION DEADLINE June 15 

https://conta.cc/2HcLG0G


Draft Agenda for Resilience Reporting Fellowship 

Saturday June 30th 
9-9:05a – Tony Marino, Executive Director, Rockfall Foundation, Welcome  

 

9:05-10:35a – Jon Erikson, Gund Institute – Resilience 101 and Ecological Economics 

  

10:35-10:55a – Break 

  

10:55a – 11:55am – Introduction to Systems Thinking  

  

12:00p-1:45p – Lunch Discussion – Dan Kahan, Yale University – Cultural Cognition Project 

  

1:45p-2:45p – CT Approach to Resilience: Panel discussing Various Elements of Resilience Planning in 

Connecticut.  

 Katie Lund, Project Coordinator of CIRCA (Connecticut Institute for Resilience & 

Climate Adaptation) 

 Alan Plattus, Director, Yale Urban Design Workshop 

   Moderator: Erik Assadourian, Rockfall Foundation 

  

2:45p-3:15p – Moderated discussion with journalists on coverage of resilience issues 

  Moderator: Dale Willman, CUNY Graduate School of Journalism 

 

3:15p-3:30p – Break 

 

3:30p-4:30p – Foodshed, Energyshed, Watershed: Panel discussing resilience challenges in the food, 

water, and energy sectors 

 Ed Goldberg, Manager, Eversource Business Continuity, Disaster Recovery and Threat 

Assessment 

Kate Powell Communications & Outreach Manager, South Central Connecticut Regional 

Water Authority  

 Joe Bonelli, UConn Associate Extension Educator, CT Farming Risk Management 

Moderator: Kate Novick, Gradient Consulting, and Rockfall Board Member 

 

4:30p-5:00p – Moderated discussion on real-life examples and how they might be covered 

  Moderator: Dale Willman, CUNY Graduate School of Journalism 

 

5:00p-5:30p – Making sense of the Day (Concluding Discussion) 

  Moderator: Dale Willman, CUNY Graduate School of Journalism 

 

5:45p-7:00p – Dinner reception 

Sunday, July 1st 
9am: Travel to Fenwick 

10am: Presentation of Fenwick’s challenges and tour of Fenwick. Bill Webster of Fenwick presenting. 

11:15am: Lunch on bus 

12pm: A Haven of Resilience: Tour of West Haven, East Haven and New Haven, Alex Felson, Urban 

Ecology and Design Laboratory 

3pm: Return to Middletown 

4pm: End 


