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FY2016-17 GRANT INFORMATION 
FOR PROJECTS & INTERNSHIPS 

Mission of The Rockfall Foundation 

The Rockfall Foundation supports environmental education, conservation programs and planning 
initiatives in the Lower Connecticut River Valley. Founded in 1935 by Middletown philanthropist Colonel 
Clarence S. Wadsworth, it is one of Connecticut’s oldest environmental organizations.  Its mission is to 
promote and support environmental education and conservation in the Lower Connecticut River Valley.   

Rockfall awards grants each year to organizations, schools, and municipalities, and continues to hold 
and manage open space property in the county. It also preserves and operates the historic, 18th century 
deKoven House which serves as a meeting center for community organizations and provides offices for 
environmental groups based or working in Chester, Clinton, Cromwell, Deep River, Durham, East 
Haddam, East Hampton, Essex, Haddam, Killingworth, Lyme, Middlefield, Middletown, Old Lyme, Old 
Saybrook, Portland, or Westbrook.  Through all of these activities, Rockfall serves as a catalyst -- 
bringing people together and supporting organizations to conserve and enhance the county’s natural 
environment. 

Grants for Projects & Internships: 

Rockfall provides grants in support of environmental education activities, planning projects and 
internships. The goals of the grants program are to preserve and enhance the environment in the Lower 
Connecticut River Valley and to increase public knowledge of and respect for its natural resources.  

For the 2016-2017 Grant Cycle, Rockfall will entertain grant applications for amounts ranging from $500 
to $15,000.  Multiple grants will be awarded, but only one grant in excess of $10,000 can be awarded.  
For large grant requests, the Grants Committee will schedule applicant interviews to augment the 
application information; the decision on smaller requests will be based on the information included in the 
application.   

While there are specific criteria and eligibility requirements listed below, the guidelines are purposely 
broad to encourage a wide range of applicants and innovative proposals.  

General Guidelines:  

When preparing your proposal, it is important to relate to The Rockfall Foundation’s mission and the 
goals of the grants program.  

Grants will be awarded for projects that contribute to the general environmental education of the public, 
promote environmental planning, contribute to the preservation of the Connecticut River watershed, or 
fund an internship with a non-profit organization for an environmental project. Special consideration will 
be given to projects that impact youth (preschool through college) or are multi-generational. 

Proposals must have ties to the Lower Connecticut River Valley in order to be considered.  This includes 
projects or programs based in the area towns as well as applicants based in those towns.  Proposals that 
focus on the Connecticut River corridor or Long Island Sound will also be considered as long as there is 
a demonstrated impact on the focus towns.   

Grant applications will be evaluated on how well they meet the above priorities, as well as the topic’s 
merit, educational value, feasibility, application beyond the proposed activity, and creativity.  Also 
considered will be the value of the funded item/activity to the project and as a whole.   
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Please be aware that funding can be provided for materials, transportation, program/presenter fees, 
intern stipends and similar items.  Items such as food and regular operating expenses (e.g. insurance, 
rent, etc.) will not be funded.  Regular salaries and benefits are not generally funded, but may be 
considered if a substantial benefit is perceived.  Funding must be applied to the item/activity described in 
the application form.  Substitutions are not permitted unless prior approval has been obtained.  Rockfall 
also discourages repeat recipients from becoming dependent on Rockfall and looks for them to seek 
additional sources of funding. 

Specific Criteria and Eligibility Requirements:  

1. Organizations or individuals must be certified as not-for-profit under the IRS Code Section 501(c)(3) or 
be a municipal entity. Prospective applicants may partner with a 501(c)(3) or a municipality, as co-
applicants, to comply with this requirement. A letter of agreement of this partnership from the host entity 
must be included with the application, stating that they agree to be equally responsible for compliance 
with all grant requirements. 

2. Each grant requires a match of equal value from the applicant in the form of funds, services, 
equipment, or other in-kind contributions.  The proposed budget must show how and where the match 
will be used.  A letter from the source listed as providing the match must be included in the 
application confirming that matching funds are available.   

3. Experienced supervision must be provided for the proposed project. 

4. Proposed internships must provide a significant environmental education and/or research opportunity 
for a college student. A detailed summary letter from the intern to the Rockfall Foundation is required at 
the end of the internship in addition to the grantee’s final report 

5. Each applicant must detail expected results and agree to submit a final printed report, in the format 
provided by the Foundation, by February 1, 2017 that details the project’s outcome with copies of 
resulting publications and/or maps of activities and/or results. A minimum of six captioned photos 
must also be submitted electronically by e-mail or on a disc.  

6.  Each applicant must agree to prepare and supervise a tabletop exhibit showing the plan, partial 
progress, or completed project at the Rockfall Annual Meeting and awards event in the fall of 2017.   

Grant Applicant Workshop  

Wednesday, September 14, 2016, 5:00 – 6:00 p.m. at deKoven House Community Center, 27 
Washington Street, Middletown, CT.  

Application Deadline:      

Applications must be received at the Rockfall Foundation, 27 Washington Street, Middletown, CT 06457 
by 12:00 noon on Wednesday, November 16, 2016. Applications should be submitted electronically to 
tmarino@rockfallfoundation.org. Applications emailed, postmarked or hand delivered after the deadline 
will not be considered. All applications must include all required back up materials. Incomplete 
applications will not be considered.  Please refer to the Application Form for required information. 

Grant Award Announcements  

Grant awards will be announced in mid-February, 2017.  Funds will be available April 1, 2017.  

Sample Grants Awarded  

A list of the grants awarded in the past few years may be found on the Rockfall Website 
www.rockfallfoundation.org    

We look forward to hearing from you!   


